Variables that underlie cost efficacy of prenatal screening.
As genetic research and technology continues to expand, carrier testing for an increasing number of single gene disorders is becoming available. Tay-Sachs disease and cystic fibrosis are two common recessive conditions with large-scale health implications. Tay-Sachs disease was the first genetic disorder for which community-based screening efforts were utilized and has provided a foundation for the development of other screening programs. Cystic fibrosis testing, on the other hand, has additional complexities and the implementation of population-based screening has been under debate. The many issues (technical, educational, social, psychological and economical) which must be considered as preconceptional and prenatal genetic screening is incorporated into clinical practice are discussed here in the context of Tay-Sachs disease and cystic fibrosis.